The most important facts
from the history of Poland

●

●

The picture of Matejko (1891). Adoption of the Polish Constitution of May 3, 1791.
The Polish Constitution was the first constitution in Europe and the second in the world (after
the american constitution)

966
In this year, the first
historically
documented ruler
of Poland, Mieszko
I, was baptized and
adopted Catholic
Christianity as the
nation's new official
religion – Poland
became a formal
country from this
moment.

1025 – Bolesław I

the Great,
Great was a Duke
of Poland, son of
Mieszko I , who in this
year became the first
King of Poland.
Poland

The new monument in Wrocław – the
inhabitants of Wrocław rather don't like this
statue and they joke about it and they say
it is Chrobry on the pony, but not on the
horse

The Golden Age of Poland (1569 – 1795)
in this time the largest country in Europe


Till this time, there were 2
Polish king's dynasties:
* Piastowie,
* Jagiellonowie.



1569 - The First Republic
* the king's election,
* union with Lithuania,
* nobility - with
position (szlachta),

strong

* parliamentary system with
freedoms, liberum veto,
* wars.

Partitions of Poland (1795 - 1918)


There were three partitions of Poland, after which
Poland stopped existing as a country.



The dates of them: 1772, 1793, 1795



Poland was divided by their three neighbours:
* Russia





* Prussia

* Austria

There were two national insurrections – in 1830 and
1864
Polish nation tried to keep their own culture during this
time – the great help for it firstly was romanticism and
later positivism and also the catholic institutions with the
Church.

The map of Polish partitions

●

●

11 November
1918,
after 123
years of
partitions,
Poland got
the
independence
On the map –
the new
Polish
borders.

The independence –
the Second Polish Republic
1918 – 1939

The Second World War 1939 – 1945
– the most important facts from Poland










Gliwice, Wieluń
beginning of war

and

Westerplatte

–

the

Poland divided between Germany and Russia
– the pact of Ribbentrop-Mołotow
Whole country under German and Russian
occupation
Warsaw Ghetto, its uprising and destruction in
1943 – Jürgen Stroop
The Warsaw Uprising – started 1 August 1944
and finished 2 October 1944 (63 days)

Gliwice, Wieluń and Westerplatte –
the beginning of war

*1

*2

*1 – The radio station in Gliwice
●

●

●

●

This construction, which you see on the picture, is
made of wood and its height is 111 m.
Close to this tower, there are buildings of the radio
station, where the II world war began.
In 31 August 1939, there was the German
provocation – a pretext of the outbreak of World
War II – at 8 p.m. Nazis dressed in Polish
''uniforms'', commited an armed assault on the
German Radio Station in Gliwice.
According to the Germans, ''Polish attacked on
German radio'' and this must have been the reason
why Polish allies (mainly Great Britain and France)
didn't help Poland after Hitler's attacks.

*2 Monument in Westerplatte
●

●

●

Westerplatte is a peninsula in Gdansk, on the Baltic
Sea, where Polish Military Transit Depot were
located since 1926 till 1 September 1939, when on
the early morning, Poland was attacked by the
German Army without any warning. They opened
fire on the Polish garrison.
Attack was started from the German battleship
Schleswig-Holstein, which had been in this area
since 25 August 1939 with a "courtesy visit" to
Poland.
Westerplatte is famous for its battle and the brave
Polish defence which took place for one week,
surrounded by the enemy, stayed alone and fought
till the Polish Major decided to give up.

Wieluń
after the bombing of Luftwaffe

Wieluń
●

●

●

●

The first Polish city, which was bombed by Luftwaffe
(the German Air Force) at the beginning of world war II, five
minutes before German Army attacked Westerplatte.
It was one of the first terror bombings in history and first in
this war. The German carpet bombing killed around 1300
civilians, injured hundreds more and destroyed 75% of the
town. The casualty rate was more than twice as high as
Guernica.
There were no targets of any importance in the area such
as military installations or industrial facilities... the Germans
bombed the hospital (despite of the Red Cross sign
painted on the roof).
… at the end of world war II many Polish cities looked liked
Wielun after bombing on this picture and were so much
destroyed...

THE
OCCUPATION
Poland was
divided between
Germany and
Russia – the pact
of RibbentropMołotow

Life in ghetto
●

●

The Warsaw Ghetto was
the biggest one in Nazioccupied Europe.
On this picture, the Jews
build the ghetto's walls –
August 1940.

In Mars 1941, 460 000
Jews were closed there; the
area of ghetto was 2,6 km².
Life conditions in ghetto were very terrible. For almost
everybody common problems were unemployment,
starvation and diseases.
●

●

●

Till the end of 1942, the 300 000 Jews were sent to the
different extermination camp – mainly to Treblinka – where
they were murdered...

The view on the two sides of the ghetto's wall

One of the posters about the death
penalty for Jews and Poles
●

This poster is from November
1941 and it talks about the death
penalty for:
* the Jews, who are outside the
ghetto
* the Poles who give shelter and
help the Jews.

●

There was also order about the
death penalty for the Jews who:
* bought food illegally,
* didn't have the arm-band with
David's star,
* used public transport.

… but not every Poles agree with such a situation...
●

●

●

●

●

Many Poles helped the Jews and gave them
shelter in their house.
Irena Sendler – on these pictures, in 1942 and
in 2008 – saved around 2500 Jewish
children from the Warsaw Ghetto.
She served in Polish undergroud movement
called Zegota and was a social worker, who
had a special permit to get into the Ghetto to
check a sign of typhus.
In the ghetto, she wore the arm-band with
David's star, to show her solidarity with the
Jews.
She smuggled children from the Ghetto and
created the new identity papers for them and
found them new home in Polish famillies or in
Catholic convents.

The Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising

Josef Blösche

In 1943 there was the Uprising
●

●

●

●

It seems to be important to mention, that Poland since the Middle
Ages had a law, which had given Jews freedom for their religion and
ensured safety for them. That's why there were such a numerous
minority of the Jews in Poland before II world war.
The picture on the slide before, is one of the most famous one from
world war II. It was originally taken by a German photographer and
was used by Jürgen Stroop – he was responsible for the Warsaw
Ghetto's destruction – in his report to Himmler, about situation in the
ghetto;
On Himmler's order, since July 1942, the Grossaktion was run,
which purpose was the final extermination of the Jews.
Josef Blösche – the man from the picture, who keeps the machine
gun – was a member of the Nazi Party, served in SS; is a symbol of
Nazi cruelty; it is said that human's life didn't mean anything for him
and he could have killed people for everything, or rather for
nothing... for example even for that, when somebody has glanced
into his eyes...

"Forcibly pulled out of dug-outs"

The downfall of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising
●

●

●

●

●

The last picture and the subtitle under this picture also
come from the J. Stroop's report to H.Himmler, from May
1943. The people are taken to the extermination camp...
Polish underground and some of the civils helped the Jews
to fight against the Nazis and they also gave shelter for
those who managed to get out of the ghetto.
The Nazi soldiers used the flame-throwers and in
pursuance of Stroop's order they were setting the fire
everywhere.
16 May 1943 – the end of uprising...
Hitler's order to raze the Warsaw Ghetto – the next
picture shows the result of it...

Remains of getto

What has remained till nowadays ...
●

●
●

After world war II, those pieces of the ghetto's wall
which survived, were destroyed, but...
… three fragments of them were left.
You can see them – such as one on the picture
before – in Warsaw on these streets:
* Złota 62 , * Sienna 55 ,
* Waliców 11

●

In different places, where
it was the wall, you can
also see the signed
marks on the pavement,
like this one.

The Warsaw Uprising



The symbol of
the Polish resistance
movement



The monument to
Small Partisan

1 August – 3 October 1944,
the Warsaw Uprising
●

●

●

The Polish underground (the Resistance Movement) prepared
this uprising with the Polish Army and goverments.
Its main purpose was to fight with German occupation, but...
… in the same time the Soviet Army was approaching to
Warsaw... so the main strategic aim was to keep sovereignty after
the war and keep the lands on the East.

●

The Polish uprising finished with the downfall.

●

Hitler's ordered to raze Warsaw and kill each Pole.

●

●

On the next slide you can see the result of it – 85% of Warsaw
was destroyed... Poland lost the abundance of its material and
cultural goods.

Polish losses in this uprising: 15 200 soldiers killed, 120 000-200
000 civilians killed, 5 000 missings, 15 000 prisoners of war.

Warsaw, March 1945

●

●

1945 – the new
borders

Poland lost the
eastern lands
(blue on the
map), but we got
back the northern
and weastern
lands (yellow on
the map)
Many people
from the eastern
Poland were
resettled to the
western part.

The victims of world
war II

Communism
1945 - 1989


1952 - 1989 – the
People's Republic
of Poland

*1

*2

The communistic style
*1) The blocks of flats – popular buildings in Poland; there
were built in the 60's, 70's and 80's. The flats inside aren't
big. The main aim of them was to give people the
elemental equipment, the same for everybody, without
anything called by government ''needless luxury''.
*2) The Palace of Culture and Science – was built in 19521955. Its height – 237 m. It was the sign of Polish
friendship with the USRR. After the collapse of
communism in Poland, there were and still are many
discussions about this building – should it stay or we
should we demolish it? According to me and 80% of Poles,
it should stay – now the Palace is the symbol of Warsaw
and the sign of the past, even if it is not so beautiful.

Towards the democracy – it started
in Gdańsk, Lenin Shipyard


1980 – beginning of "Solidarity" (Solidarność) – the
independent trade movement, which was one of the
strongest social movement and helped to cause the
collapse of communism in Eastern Europe







Lech Wałęsa – firstly he
was the leader of strikes in
shipyard and later he
became the leader of
Solidarity – in August 1980,
after meeting with polish
communist goverment,
which gave permission for
existence of Solidarity.
Solidarity was a non-violent
movement, with around
10 millions members.
The role of Church and the
Pope John Paul II

There you can read more:
http://www.solidarnosc.gov.pl/

The state of war
1981 – 1983







The official reasons
according to regime
was the hard situation
of Polish economy
and to avoid invasion
from USRR.
The real reason – the
goverment was afraid
of losing their power,
because the social
movements were
getting stronger and
more popular,
especially Solidarity.
The repressions.

1989 – The Round Negotiating
Table

The negotiating
– from 6 February to 5 April,1989
●

●

●

The Poles are proud of this – thanks to the Round
Negotiating Table, the end of communism ran in a quite
peaceful way and without violence and also started in
some way the end of communism in the other communist
countries.
During this time of negotations, the communist
government met and talked with the political opposition.
They discussed about the changes which let the
opposition take legal part in a political life and about the
economy, how to change it and prepare to the new
different reality.
They also made some decision about the president's
election and changes in law, which for example let
opposition take an active part in creating the mass media.

1989 – The Third Polish Republic
and democracy








Nobel Peace Prize
in 1983 for Lech
Walesa.
The First Polish
President – Lech
Wałęsa – 1990.
His term of office
lasted 5 years.
His first profession
was an electrician.

The beginning of "capitalism"

* 1) The Stadium of 10th Anniversary

The economy and unemployment


The currency: PLN , THE ZłOTY,
ZłOTY what means
"golden"



1 złoty = 100 groszy ;



1 zł = 4.2540 euros (2009-10-02)







Polish economy is one of the fastest growing in
Central Europe
After communism the changes started with
Balcerowicz plan in 1990.
Balcerowicz plan was prepared during 111 days
of work.

Professor Leszek Balcerowicz






After communism polish
economy was in a very bad
condition and didn't suit
capitalism.
Rising inflation had reached
639.6% and was constantly
rising.
Balcerowicz plan was
prepared by commission
which was leaded by the
Prof.

The free markets started the new time in Poland
*1) The Stadium of 10th Anniversary was built in 1955 and it was used
as a sport object, the national stadium, till 1983.
In 1968, during the harvest festival, Ryszard Siwiec (Pole) commited
suicide by self-immolation to show his protest against the Soviet-led
invasion of Czechoslovakia. Jan Palach did the same 4 months later in
Praque.
Since 1989, there was a big outdoor market on the top of the stadium,
known as Jarmark Europa, which soon became one of Europe's largest
open-air market. There were over 5000 traders (and many more
unregistered; a large number of traders are from other countries). In
1994 - 1997 there were 7000 legal traders.
Since 2007, it is closed. Instead of this old stadium with the market,
they are building a new national one for Euro Championship in 2012.
●

On the next slide, you can see the other pictures from different Polish
towns and cities. They show the markets in Poland, which were built at
the beginning of 90's and which you can also find nowadays in Poland.
So, don't be suprised when you see it in Poland ;o)

●

●

But for the last 8-10 years and till
today, there are still being built
lots of modern shopping centers,
all over Polish cities.
There you can see the pictures
with few examples.

Few of my favorite
personalities from
Polish culture

RYSZARD KAPUŚCIŃSKI
Ryszard Kapuściński (1932-2007) - reporter,
journalist, essayist. In 1962 he became the
Polish Press Agency's correspondent in Africa,
Latin America and Asia. He is fascinated by
political conflict and war. He is the author of
many collections of reportage, including: 'The
Polish Bush' (1962) - reportage from his
homeland; 'The Soccer War' (1978) - on
changes taking place in Africa, where he
travelled up to the end of the 1960s, to the
Congo; 'The Emperor' (1978) - about the
magnificence and the fall of Haile Sellassie in
Ethopia; 'The Shah of Shahs' (1982) - about
the court of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlava
in Iran; 'Imperium' (1993) - after travelling
around the crumbling Soviet empire in 1989-91;
'Heban' (1998) - a synthesis of works on
Africa. His photographic album 'Out of Africa'
came out in 2000. Winner of the 1996 Jan
Parandowski Award for the best Polish writer.
His work is translated all over the world.

LESZEK KOŁAKOWSKI

The great personality with the great
sense of humour. Leszek Kołakowski
(1927-2009) - philosopher, professor of
Warsaw University and the Polish
Academy of Science (PAN). He
emigrated from Poland in 1968. His work
has been devoted to the problems of
civilisation and also modern culture, and
the philosophy of the 17th century. He is
the author of many books and papers
on philosophy and also books that
take a humorous approach to moral
philosophy, including '13 bajek z
królestwa Lailonii dla dużych i małych'
(Thirteen Fairy Tales from the
Kingdom of Lailonia for Big and Small
1963), 'Czy diabeł może być
zbawiony?'(Can the Devil Be Saved? 1982). He lost his political and
sociological belief in marksism, what he
explained in many books – it was also the
reason why he had to leave Poland in
1968.

MAREK KOTAŃSKI
Marek Kotański (born 1942, died in a car
accident in 2002) – psychologist and
therapist widely known as a social
campaigner. In 1981 he set up a youth
movement called Monar to combat the
drugs problem. Today Monar has 25
centres all over Poland. In January 1994
Kotański founded Markot, an institution
which tackles the problem of
homelessness. Today there are 65
Markot centres in Poland (including
houses for single mothers, handicapped
children, and the old and sick). Apart
from Monar and Markot, Kotański also
established 27 special therapeutic
centres all over Poland. He initiated
many campaigns, including another antidrugs movement called the 'Chain of
Pure Hearts', and in 1994 he launched a
campaign to promote the social
acceptance of people suffering from
AIDS.

STANISŁAW
LEM
Stanisław Lem (1921 - 2006) - writer and
journalist, theoretician and sciencefiction literary critic. He made his debut
in 1946 with the 'Man from Mars' and in
1951 released a sci-fi story titled
'Astronauts'. His work became critically
acclaimed, for example: 'Dialogues'
(1957) and 'Summa technologiae'
(1964). Today his work is among the top
rank of sci-fi work in the world, translated
into many languages and many times
awarded.
His works inspired other authors. His
most renowned and influential work,
'Solaris', inspired two acclaimed film
directors on both sides of the Atlantic,
USSR Sergei Tarkowski and US Steven
Sonderbergh, who tried to translate this
novel into the language of the cinema,
neither of them fully succeeding. In total,
15 films were based on his prose. His
works were translated into over 40
languages, with 27 million copies sold
over the world.

GUSTAW HERLING-GRUDZIŃSKI
Gustaw Herling Grudziński (1919-2000) prose writer, literary critic, essayist.
Arrested in the war and sent to a camp in
the Far North, he left Russia in Anders's
Army and fought at Monte Cassino. In
1947 he co-founded and initially co-edited
the magazine 'Kultura' then published in
Rome. When the magazine moved he
settled in London and in 1952 returned to
Italy.
In 1951 he released his recollections of
his time in Soviet prison camps 'Another World' - one of the first and
best works devoted top the subject in
world literature. The book brought him
international acclaim.

SŁAWOMIR MROŻEK
Sławomir Mrożek (1930) - dramatist,
satirist, prose writer, drawer. He has
lived outside Poland since 1963 (in
Italy, France and Mexico). He publicly
protested against the Soviet
intervention in Czechoslovakia in
1968 and against the imposition of
martial law in Poland in December
1981. His most important works
include: 'The Elephant' (1956), 'The
party in Atomice' (1959), 'Tango'
(1964), 'Emigrants' (1974), ),
'Hunchback' (1975), 'Love in Crimea'
(1993). His works are performed in
many countries in the world.
Mrożek is also the author of a
collection of drawings 'Poland in
Pictures' (1957) and 'Through the
glasses of Sławomir Mrożek' (1968).

JERZY GROTOWSKI
Jerzy Grotowski (1933 - 1999) - film
director, art theoretician,
extraordinary drama tutor,
reformer of the art of acting.
Founder and director of the
innovative Theatre of the Thirteen
Rows, later known as the
Laboratory, which was in
Wrocław. He also won acclaim for
his direction of the classics of Polish
theatre, like Mickiewicz's
'Forefathers' Eve'(1961),
Wyspiański's 'Acropolis' (1962), and
Słowacki's 'Kordian' (1962). After
1983 he worked in the USA, later in
Italy, where in Pondera he
established a theatre centre which
conducted a research programme.
After 1985 he was a professor at
the College de France, Paris,
where he lectured on drama.

TADEUSZ KANTOR
Tadeusz Kantor (1915 - 1990) painter, graphic artist, director,
scenographer. Professor at the
Cracow Academy of Fine Arts, an
experimental theatre director in
Cracow, which operated
clandestinely during the Second
World War (1942-1944). After the
War he set up his own avantgarde theatre, Cricot 2. His most
important works are 'Umarła klasa'
(The Dead Class - 1975),
'Wielopole, Wielopole' (1980), and
'Nigdy tu nie wrócisz' (You will Never
Return Here - 1985). His best
known paintings are 'Man with
umbrella' (1949), the 'Torby
przemysłowe' (Industrial bags)
series (1964).

WITOLD GOMBROWICZ
Witold Gombrowicz ( 1904-1969) was a Polish
novelist and dramatist. His works are
characterized by deep psychological analysis,
a certain sense of paradox and an absurd,
anti-nationalist flavor. 'Ferdydurke' is his the
most famous novel, was published in 1937.
Gombrowicz is interested in identity and the way
time and circumstance, history and place impose
form on people's lives. The book itself is a
parody of common literary forms in prewar
Polish literature. Gombrowicz himself wrote of his
novel that it is not "... a satire on some social
class, nor a nihilistic attack on culture... We live
in an era of violent changes, of accelerated
development, in which settled forms are breaking
under life's pressure... The need to find a form for
what is yet immature, uncrystalized and
underdeveloped, as well as the groan at the
impossibility of such a postulate -- this is the chief
excitement of my book." The novel's rich
celebration of language, full of neologisms,
pastiche, and linguistic playfulness, makes it very
difficult to translate.

MAGDALENA ABAKANOWICZ
Magdalena Abakanowicz (born 1930) sculptor, professor at the College of Fine
Arts in Poznań, lecturer at the University of
California. She has some 100 one-woman
exhibitions to her name. Her career started
with 'Abakans', three-dimensional
tapestries with unusual textures, for
which she won an award at the 1965
Biennial in Sao Paulo. Her work is
displayed in many museums, including the
Ludwig Museum in Cologne and the
National Museum in Madrid, as well as in
private collections. She also creates freestanding sculptures for open spaces, for
example 'Dragon's space' in the Olympic
Park in Seoul. She has received many
awards, including the Grand Culture
Foundation Prize in 2001.

FRANCISZEK STAROWIEYSKI
Franciszek Starowieyski
(1930-2009) - graphic artist,
painter, scenographer; also
uses the pseudonym Jan Byk.
His work is characterised by
its richly ornamental brushstrokes, and his favourite
motifs are the passing of
time, death, and the
horizons of civilisation. He
also makes theatre and film
posters, for example for 'The
Ides of March,' 'Illumination'
and 'Family Life.'

JERZY NOWOSIELSKI

Jerzy Nowosielski (born 1923) painter, graphic artist,
scenographer, illustrator. One of
the most eminent modern Polish
artists. Well-known for his
religious compositions (wall
paintings, iconostases,
polychromies), in the Orthodox
Churches in Białystok and Jelenia
Góra, in the R.C. Church of the
Holy Cross at Wesoła near
Warsaw, the R.C. Franciscan
Church in the Azory district of
Cracow, and the Orthodox Church
in Cracow. He also paints
portraits, landscapes, still life,
abstract pictures. His works are
to be found in Polish museums,
also in private collections in
Canada, the USA and Germany.

WOJCIECH KILAR
Wojciech Kilar (born 1932) - composer.
With Mikołaj Górecki and Krzysztof
Penderecki he created a new trend in
contemporary music known as Sonorism.
His work often alludes to traditional
sources, inspired by folk and religious
music. Examples are works like 'Struck'
and 'Skeleton 1909'. He has also
orchestral works to his name: ('Generique',
'Choral prelude', 'Orawa'), 'Piano concerto',
and vocal and instrumental works ('Grey
mist', 'Exodus', 'Angelus'), ballet: 'The
Mask'. He is also the composer of music to
Jane Campion's 'Potrait of a Lady' (1996).
He worked with Roman Polański on
'Death and the Girl' (1994), 'The Ninth
Gate' (1999), 'The Pianist' (2001). He was
awarded an Oscar for his music to
Francis Ford Coppola's 'Dracula' (1992).

ZBIGNIEW PREISNER

Zbigniew Preisner (born 1955) composer of theatre and film music
and songs. For many years he has
been associated with the well-known
Cracovian cabaret Piwnica Pod
Baranami. He made his international
fame with his music to Kieślowski's
'Ten Commandments' (1989), 'Three
Colours' (1993, 1994) and 'The
Double Life of Veronique' (1991). He
has worked with Agnieszka Holland on
'Europa, Europa' (1990), 'The Secret
Garden' (1994), and with many French
and American directors. He is also a
composer of non-film music: 'A
Requiem for my Friend' (1998),
dedicated to the memory of Krzysztof
Kieślowski and '10 Easy Pieces for the
Piano' (1999).

KRZYSZTOF KIEŚLOWSKI
Krzysztof Kieślowski (1941-1996) - film
director and script writer. His career
started in 1966 with short films, for
example 'Workers '71' (1972) and
'Resume' (1975). The 'Ten
Commandments I - X' made in 198889 marked his permanent position in
the film world (the FIPRESCI award).
He had similar successes with 'The
Double Life of Veronique' (1991),
'Three Colours: Blue' (won the Golden
Lion in Venice), 'Three colours: white'
(Silver Bear in Berlin) and 'Three
Colours: Red' (nominated for an Oscar),
made in 1993-94 by a Polish and
French team.

The Nobel Prizewinners
* MARIA CURIE SKŁODOWSKA – in 1903 for physics (jointly with her
husband) for research on natural radiation, and in 1911 in chemistry, for the
extraction of pure radium.
* HENRYK SIENKIEWICZ – distinguished Polish late-nineteenth-century
novelist, winner of the Nobel Prize for literature in 1905 for his historical novel
'Quo Vadis' (1895) on the early Christians and their persecution in Rome under
the Emperor Nero.
* WŁADYSŁAW REYMONT – was an early 20th-century Polish novelist who
was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 1924 for his novel 'Chłopi'. This
is a four-part epic story set in a Polish village, with each part named after a
consecutive season of the year.
* CZESŁAW MIŁOSZ – poet, prose writer, essayist, translator. Nobel Prizewinner in 1980 in literature. Holds many honorary degrees, including from
Harvard University and the Jagiellonian University. After 1951 he lived outside
Poland. In the 1990s he returned to Poland and settled in Cracow.
* LECH WAŁĘSA – Nobel Peace Prize winner in 1983
* WISŁAWA SZYMBORSKA – poet and literary critic. Awarded the Nobel
Prize for literature in 1996

NICOLAUS COPERNICUS
(Mikołaj Kopernik)
Astronomer. Born in Toruń, and
educated in the Universities of
Cracow, Bologna, Padua where he
read Medicine, and Ferrara. He was
the first in modern history to put
forward a heliocentric theory of
the Solar System. His discoveries
were presesnted in 'De
Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium'
(On the Revolutions of the
Celestial Spheres) in 1543. He was
also a physician, economist,
translator, cartographer and deviser
of a system for the reform of the
Julian calendar, and a public
administrator.

FREDERIC CHOPIN
Frederic Chopin (1810-1849) - pianist;
the greatest Polish composer. Born in
Żelazowa Wola near Warsaw. Spent
most of his life abroad, mostly in
France. He composed his works
almost exclusively for the piano: with
orchestra - 2 concertos (in F-minor and
E-minor), 'Variations on Mozart'; solos 3 sonatas, 2 fantasias, 27 etudes, 25
preludes, 16 polonaises, 57 mazurkas,
19 waltzes, 19 nocturnes, 4 ballades, 4
scherzos, other minor works and also
songs for solo performance. His works
had an enormous influence on the
music of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries.

Thank you for your interest in this
presentation of the Polish
changes and personalities of
Poland

* The information was taken from: http://www.poland.gov.pl/

